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PROCEEDI NGS

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And now where are
you | ocat ed?

MR. POGUE: | amat the Marine Safety O fice
in Portland, Oregon.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And what is your
age”?

MR. POGUE: Forty years ol d.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You are an ol d man.

MR. POGUE: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And how | ong have
you been in the Coast Guard?

MR. POGUE: Ni neteen and a half years.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And have you been in
Marine Safety the whole tinme or were you an O?

MR. POGUE: | was an O for 16 years. | have
been in Marine Safety for the |ast three years.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you tell nme a
little bit about your training in Marine Safety?

MR. POGUE: My training in Marine Safety, |
worked in the Marine Inspections Ofice and | am
Tebo(ph) qualified, Kaylo(ph) qualified, Barks
gualified. 1 have conducted close to 180 boardi ngs
on Tebo boats. Along with Kaylo H boats. | have
did crafts and others.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And is there a
specific place you go for the training?

MR. POGUE: | have been to training at --
Virginia for, for -- inspection course and
i nvestigation course. | have been to Confined Space
Entry, Wells Inspections Schools, and those have
been all over the United States. And the rest of it
has just been OJT, on the job training.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. And you were
one of the last inspectors on the Taki Too, correct?

MR. POGUE: | conducted the |ast annual
i nspection on the Taki Too. | was not the | ast
i nspector on it, though.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Last annual
i nspection, okay.

And how well do you renenber the boat?

MR. POGUE: Pretty well.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Can you tell nme
what you saw in your inspection?

MR. POGUE: | cane aboard and | just
finished the D&D, which was next to it, | cane
aboard the Taki Too and | talked to the operator at
the tinme, which was M tch Buell and he was there
for nost of it, and then the, the operator, Steve
came aboard and finished it and then M. Buell cane
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back and | explained to himexactly what | had found
and gave himthe, issued the requirements for
repairs.

What all do you want to know about what |
did on there?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wel |, what, what --

t hat you saw?

MR. POGUE: It was probably the life saving
equi pnment. During the inspection, |ike | said, when
| cone aboard a vessel, the first thing | do is |ike
| ook at the paperwork. | take it and go make sure
that they have got their license and, it is valid,
and make sure their LPC stuff is valid, the --
letter. | usually take their steel w de, first
thing I put in ny case folder, to hang onto, so that
when | am done, | take it endorse it before handing
it back. | usually do all the paperwork and then |
proceeded outside and that is when | started
noticing a lot of the life saving stuff. M first
deficiency was the line that holds the life boat to
the weak link that is |located on top of the pil ot
house, and that line was bad. It didn't standard
test of rolling it, and it started fraying really
bad. And then it is usually caused by ultraviol et
lights. And that was one of ny requirenent that to
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have hi mrepl ace that.
And then | saw the flow light that was

attached to it, too, and it had a little line on it

and | did the sane test and it broke on ne. So, |
told himthat needed to be repl aced. There was no
fixed Co2 systemin the vessel. A -- system had

been taken off for servicing. And that was a
requi renent because | have to, | normally test that
to make sure shuts down the engine properly. And
t hat wasn’t onboard, so | was unable to test that
and that was a requirenent.

| noticed on this boat, that his bilge high
| evel alarms, and a couple of the conponents, mainly
the engine room and the stern conpartnent, did not
work properly. They did not have they audible or
t he visual alarmworked, so | wote a requirenent to
have those renewed and tested.

Anot her thing was when | opened up, to go
down the | adder into the fake cabin, there was a
little conpartnment off your |ower port side, and it
had batteries in there, which is just 12 volts for,
| guess, for his navigational stuff, radios and
stuff like that, and they weren’t, they were in
there and they were braced properly, but they were
wi t hin about an inch or two inches of the conbing
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for the hatch, which is metal, and | made sure, |
had hi m make repairs of that, because | was afraid
if they were bounce or sonmething |ike that they
woul d short out. So, | had him provide a guard over
top of those.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. POGUE: When | tested the navigational
line, the mast headlight was out, so | lifted his
ability to operate to make hi m unoperational, until
that |ight was prepared. -- before they cl eaned up
in the engine room so nuch that they had actually
w ped the | abeling off of the bilge manifold, so you
couldn’t tell which departnent it serves, so | made
sure that they took and renewed that and wrote that
in there properly or put a placard init. | don't
remenber which one they did, because | didn’'t go
back to the boat after that.

And like | said, when | was doing the
paperwork, their rules or rul ebook they had was an A
Edition and the Coast Guard is up to the D version.

| wanted himto read it out, because they were in
bad repair anyway. And -- so | wote hima
requi renent to get that.

And like | said, once | went through the

whol e boat with the skipper, I think his nanme is
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Dave, and Mtch Buell canme back and | issued himthe
requirenments and -- and | took him and actually
showed himevery item!|l had witten up and expl ai ned
to himwhy I had wote it up. And then he signed

t he 83354.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | al nost sounds nore
li ke you had to do a survey than an inspection.
Pretty obvious itens that the owner should have
caught before calling in for inspection. | don't
want to put words in your nouth, would you agree
with that?

MR. POGUE: |, no way a Coast Cuard
i nspection is -- we conme on and they shoul d have
al ready pre checked everything on that |ist because
they get a pre check list prior to our arrival. And
they get it every year. And they also, they know
what is going to be inspected. And yes, that those
t hi ngs shoul d have been caught earlier.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did he offer to, did
you say you should have done this before | cane
here? Did he offer or did you have to question him
first of all?

MR. POGUE: Well, | had just done the D&D
and they had some nore problens on the D& but it
was not hing as bad, those are | ong problens on that,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

t oo, you know, for bilge alarns.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. POGUE: And sone other stuff, but, no,
t hey shoul d have checked this stuff. And they had
the sanme problens on the Norwester --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. The life
j ackets, did you go through all the life jackets?

MR. POGUE: | spot checked the life jackets.

| pulled themout of their, their storage bin right

here and did a standard test, you know, grabbing the
straps, nmaeking sure that the, you know, pulled on
and make sure that the lines didn't come |oose. |
made sure the little, the snap things worked
properly. 1 usually I do a crush test to see the
flotation is all good and it is not hard. |t hasn’t
been water |ogged or anything like that. And | did
that on the life jackets, you know, because | had to
pul | out each one and count them and nake sure he
had the proper anmpunt onboard, you know, and the
| ocati on was properly marked, stuff |ike that. And
that is standard test that we do on those things, to
make sure that they are not water | ogged or anything
like that. And to be honest with you, |I don’t think
t hey had been out of the storage bin since the | ast
time | did the inspection or the |last inspection the
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foll ow ng year

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And, and where was
t he storage bin?

MR. POGUE: That was | ocated down bel ow, he
had them out, so he had them out on the bench so |
could I ook at themthat way. But, if | renmenber
correctly they are | ocated down below in the | ower
cabin. Don't hold ne on exactly their I ocation,
because he had them out, so | could | ook at each
one.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. You did this
i nspection, it was after the fire, correct?

MR. POGUE: Before the fire, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Before the fire,
okay.

Ckay.

MR. WOODY: This is Bill Wody. One, just
for the record, the date of the inspection was what
dat e?

MR. POGUE: Was for what day?

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. POGUE: The inspection was carried out,
it looks like March 13, 2003.

MR. WOODY: March 13.

This was a reinspection or a --
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MR. POGUE: This was a reinspection.

MR. WOODY: Reinspection, okay. That takes
care of ny questions.

MR. POGUE: The CO was conducted in 13
March of ‘OL1.

MR. WOODY: Thank you.

MR. POGUE: It is good for five years until
13 March ‘05 or ‘06.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now you didn’t clear
these itens and we are going to be talking to the
man that did. Did you talk to himon the phone or,
or was it just basically the paperwork passed over
and he works fromthe paperwork on clearing the
itens?

MR. POGUE: | discussed with him when |
came back and | found out he was going to be going
down and clearing them everything was on the
conputer already. | had already nmade the entries
into the conputer and | just gave himexactly what |
saw, so where he would have a heads up and what to
| ook for.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. But, you did
talk with himon the phone about it?

MR. POGUE: | n person.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | n person, okay.
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MR. POGUE: We work in the same office.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. That sounds
good.

We have got sone nore questions con ng.

MR. POGUE: Okay.

SERGEANT ROLLIN: Sergeant Rollin. On the
life jackets, they are all type ones, right?

MR. POGUE: They shoul d be.

SERGEANT ROLLIN: Okay. Did you check ever
life jacket or just spot check?

MR. POGUE: | spot check usually on them
but I, you know, the first ones, | count them all
make sure he has the proper anount onboard and what
| do is | grab, you know, usually about 50 percent
of them and | do the standard test, pulling the
straps, make the straps work, you know, testing
them If | don’t find anything to give nme any
reason to continue then usually about 50 percent,
50, 60 percent is where | stop. |If | start finding
deficiencies there, | mean, |like straps aren’t
wor king or mssing Drings, or flotation devices are
punctuat ed, sonmething like that, then I wll take
and go 100 percent.

SERGEANT ROLLIN: Was there a m xture of
Type ones onboard, to your recollection --
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MR. POGUE: | do not -- Not off the top of
my head. I, like |I said, | did sone 60 sone
i nspections this year, yeah, this year.

SERGEANT ROLLIN: So, you can’'t tell me if
there was K pocket or --

MR. POGUE: | could not tell you if there
was, the horseshoe type or the K proper conbination
of both.

SERGEANT ROLLIN: Okay. Do you discuss
operating procedures during an inspection?

MR. POGUE: What do you nmean operating
procedures?

SERGEANT ROLLIN: Clearing the bar, whether
there are passengers are asked to don life jackets?

MR. POGUE: No, | do not. My, ny standard
thing, if I ask them once, they discuss with their,
with their passengers prior to departure and they
usual ly tal k about where the |ocation of the life
j ackets are, where the |ocation of fire
extingui shers are, in case of an energency, follow
the direction of the deck hand, you know, if there
is a fire or flooding, whatever. They usually go
over that stuff during their prior deploynent
bri efing.

SERGEANT ROLLI N: Okay.
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MR. POGUE: As far as the bar conditions,
no, that is usually not a part of the requirenents
that we go over with them

SERGEANT ROLLI N: Ckay.

MR. POGUE: They are suppose to have their
enmer gency procedures, you know, posted. That is one
of the requirenments they have to have.

SERGEANT ROLLI N: Ckay.

MR. POGUE: The only other thing |I did on
this vessel was, | discussed with the Master when |
went to |l ocate his |ogbook, you know, because you
are required to log nonthly test of the EPIRB and he
could not provide ne a | og sheet show ng that he had
done it at all and so that was one of the verbal
requirenents | gave him that he needs to start
mai ntai ning a | ogbook with nmonthly EPIRB tests being
conducted on there.

SERGEANT ROLLI N: How was M. Buell, was he
cooperative?

MR. POGUE: He is very cooperative.

SERGEANT ROLLIN: Okay. Anyone el se?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you want to
descri be any operational test that you conducted
during your annual inspection?

MR. POGUE: Operational tests | conduct,
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yes, sir. What | normally do on an operationa

test is we take, | have them start the engi nes, and
we take, nmke sure that the tachometer works and the
oil pressure gauge works. | have them you know, go
forward, their clutch in and then I have them go

back to neutral and | have themgo a stern until the

clutch is in. | operationally test all the radios,
make sure, you know, | have them do a radio check
with the -- on Channel 16, they usually switch to
22. | have them do the single side band test. |

have them do the radar, nake sure it works properly.
He has got to have his depth sounder has got to
wor k properly, nav |ights have got to work properly.
Al'l of his electronics have to work and that is one
of the operational tests we do on them Steering
test, because that is a steering test | usually have
to do at port and starboard, md ship, to nake sure
the steering system works properly. | test all the
hi gh I evel alarnms, that is an operational test, to
make sure that they work properly. If it had a
fixed system | would normally check to nmake sure
t he shutdown works properly on the fixed -- system
and we usually make sure that the cables are free
so, in case they needed it, you know, they could
activate it manually. That is about it for
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oper ati onal .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | want to clarify
sonething fromthis checklist. One of the
requi renents that you wote up was to | abel bilge --

MR. POGUE: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And on the inspection
checkli st we have bil ge punp nmarked as
unsati sfactory. WAs your unsatisfactory condition
with regards to the bilge punmp only the manifol d?

MR. POGUE: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. POGUE: And the high |level alarns.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And high | evel, oh,
yes, high level alarnms go off.

MR. POGUE: That is why it was marked.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes. | just wondered
about that.

MR. POGUE: Because like | said, the high
| evel alarnms for the steering gear and the engine
room neither one worked. And the one in the engine
room was broken actually. You could pull the full
switch and clear -- there was no cap on top of that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: One ot her thing, |
apol ogi ze, | should have called the dispatch and
sent it back to you for to be retrofied but I
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forgot. You signed, in your opinion, the vessel was
fit for service. And -- testified in the PIO but
you didn't circle is or is not, so, what would have
been your --

MR. POGUE: Well, like |I said, when I
conducted the inspection and | wote those
requi renents, the vessel could not carry passengers
until these were repaired, had been verified by a
Marine inspector. As far as sea worthiness, it
probably was as far as, until those repairs had been
made, it could not have got underway.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, in --

MR. POGUE: W th passengers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That |led into nmy next
guesti on. Now i ssuing these requirenents, do you
restricted the vessel’s operation until they were
retrofied, is that correct?

MR. POGUE: Yes, if you |look at the
activities sunmary report, you will see that every
one of Item 1, 2, 3, 4, four were carrying
passengers, because those were all |ife saving
i ssues, and the, as far as nav watch, it is limted
to day tine operation only until the nav |ights were
repaired. So, | put operational limtations on the
vessel until those repairs had been nade.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you,
Russ.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | have one nore.
How, what |evel was the bilge alarm the high |evel
bil ge alarnms go off, a couple of inches?

MR. POGUE: These were set at about six
inches, six to eight inches, | would say.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That is all | have.
Thank you very nuch.

MR. WOODY: That is good. I want to thank
you.

MR. POGUE: Well, if you have anything el se,
give ne a call.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Let ne get your
nunber. Wit a mnute.

Are you still there?

MR. POGUE: Yeah, | amstill here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Let ne get your
number .

(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

MR. POGUE: Do you guys need ny cell phone
nunmber or anything?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It couldn’t hurt.

MR. POGUE: Yeah, in case you have any nore
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guesti ons. | will be back in the office tonorrow,

but if you have any nore questions ny cell phone
nunber is IIIIIIIi.III

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You say that |ike you
are going to, think you are going home or sonething?

MR. POGUE: Oh.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thanks again. Have a
good day.

MR. WOODY: Thank you.

MR. POGUE: You guys have a good one, too,
and if you have any nore questions, please give ne a
call, I would be happy to answer them for you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All right, do ne a
favor real quick

MR. POGUE: Yes, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: G ve ne Hank -- cell
phone nunber.

MR. POGUE: Hank -- cell phone nunber?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Thank you, |
have got it.

MR. POGUE: Okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Good- bye.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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